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nothing less than vigilantly to prevent the Russo-Japanese understanding from becoming an instrument for the destruction of China. Gen. Homer Lea has pointed out (ch. vii, The Day of the Saxon] the vital necessity for England both to thwart the naval expansion of Japan in the Pacific, and to defend the integrity of China. The maintenance of the political and military equilibrium of the Pacific is, indeed, one of England's first Imperial duties: hence the predominant part played by India in British Imperial strategy. The natural alliance was between England and China, not between England and Japan. But from the point of view of the balance of power in the Pacific, France, sovereign in Indo-China, has the same interests as England. The partners to the Dual Entente ought to cooperate, therefore, in the establishment of good government in China, and prevent any Russo-Japanese arrangement from hampering their common action. It should not, however, be a cause of regret to either Power if Russo-Japanese co-operation in Northern China diverts Japanese ambition from the Pacific towards the Continent, and Russian expansion from India to North-Eastern China. As Gen. Lea has said: " Should Japan, to extend her sovereignty on the Asian continent, neglect to first gain control of the Pacific, then the duration of her national greatness will draw to an end." Russia and Japan, it will be remembered, celebrated the fourth of July (American Independence Day), 1910, by declaring that if the Manchurian status quo were menaced, " they would come to terms as to the measures they might deem necessary to take for the maintenance of the said status quo.'' This was an apt and timely retort to the sensational and ill-advised proposals of Mr. Taft's Government for the internationalizing of the Manchurian railways. It was an amusing instance of Monroism in Asiatic waters. Since then the sphere of Chinese territory over which the Russians and the Japanese have publicly extended their prohibitive sway has been made to include